CHAPTER II

THE MEDICI

WE turn from this glimpse of the city to those who were for
over three hundred years its most prominent citizens.

The history of the Medici covers thiee and a half cen-
turies (1400-1748), two of those centiuies, the fifteenth and
sixteenth, being the most interesting period of any both in
History and in Art. It is a period which covers the change
from mediaeval to modern history (which may be held to
commence with the long triangular duel between Francis I,
Charles V, and Henry VIII), it covers the time when the
conditions changed from those consequent on the feudal sys-
tem and small, isolated states, to those brought about by
regular armies and powerful countries with clawing inter-
ests; it covers the time when the chief political power in
Europe shifted from the great independent states of Italy
(Venice, Milan, Florence, and Naples) to the northern coun-
tries, France, England, and Germany; it embraces the
Reformation, with all that brought it about and that fol-
lowed from it; and it includes the extinction of the (Chris-
tian) Eastern Empire and establishment of the (Mahome-
dan) Turkish Empire in its place, the discovery of a new
world in America, the expulsion of the Moors from Spain,
and in general the settlement of the different nations of
Europe, after centuries of transition, in the localities they
now occupy. As regards Art the period is even more impor-
tant; for with the year 1400 there began that wonderful
fifteenth century which saw the birth of the Renaissance in
Art, and produced a galaxy of great men in every branch of
Art, such as the world had never seen before, and is never
likely to see again.
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